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SANDISK “SHARE 
YOUR WORLD” 

Grand Prize

Finalist

TAMRON “WORLD 
THROUGH YOUR LENS” 

Grand Prize

WELCOME TO THIS YEAR’S PRESENTATION OF THE SHORT LIST 
and winning entries from the American Photography Open 2021. You will see on the following  
pages the quality of some of the images submitted by photographers from around the world.   

We’d like to send out a special thank you to our judges and our sponsors for helping to make our fourth  
year a success. 

The American Photography Open 2022 call for entries will be open in March of next year. 

All the best,

 jeffrey roberts mark heflin
 Publisher Director

www.ai-ap.com

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

PURPLE WAVES
Audrey Bellot
Auvergne, France



2 A M E R I C A N  P H O T O G R A P H Y  O P E N  2 0 2 1

2021 JURY

SARAH JACOBS 
Photographer,  

Photoshelter Contributor

FRANK MEO 
The Photo Closer

CLARICE BAJKOWSKI 
Creative Director,

The 19th

CHRISTINA 
ANIMASHAUN 

Vox Media Network

KAREN CARPENTER
Independent Consultant

(Formerly Time Inc.)

JIMMY COLTON 
Editor at Large,

Zuma Press

SHANI PLEASANTS 
Art Director, Designer and

Illustrator

THERESA RAFFETTO 
Freelance Event Photographer 

& Producer

JEFFREY ROBERTS 
Publisher,  

Pro Photo Daily

JULIA SABOT 
Executive Producer,

Blink 

DAVID SCHONAUER 
Editor,  

 Pro Photo Daily

SANDRA STEVENSON 
New York Times 

JEFF WIGNALL 
Author, Writer, 
Pro Photo Daily 



The perfect trio for Sony mirrorless cameras.

28-75mm
F/2.8 Di III VXD G2
[Model A063]

17-28mm
F/2.8 Di III RXD
[Model A046]

70-180mm
F/2.8 Di III VXD 
[Model A056]

©Philip Ruopp

 Di III
For full-frame Sony mirrorless

ONLY AVAILABLE AT YOUR 
AUTHORIZED TAMRON USA RETAILERwww.tamron-usa.com
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METEOR CRATER
John Vermette
Tucson, Arizona
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BLACK MADONNA  
WITH A CHILD
Diana Surkova
Princeton, New Jersey

RAHBI
Fernando Decillis
Atlanta, Georgia
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GREAT GREY OWL IN FOR THE KILL
Svein R. Johannessen
Hommersåk, Norway

THOUGHTS ON 
THE BEYOND
Kazutoshi Kawakami
Amagasaki, Japan

CELESTIAL ARCH
Brian Doyle
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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KEBABIYANA
Debdatta Chakraborty
Kolkata, India
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GALLOPING
Kok Tien Sang
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

PRAY AND HOPE
Muhammad Amdad Hossain
Chittagong, Bangladesh

FOGGY MORNING FISHING
Min Zaw
Mandalay, Myanmar
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UNDER SUNSHINE
Trum Phan Huy
Dalat, Viet Nam

VENUS
Mila Ugryn
Chicago, Illinois
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IT’S BATH TIME
Ahsanul Haque Nayem
Bogura, Bangladesh

SOCIAL DISTANCING
Jason Au
Hong Kong

GRANDFATHER. SO CLOSE SO FAR
Unai Beroiz
Huarte, Spain

PILGRIM AT PAUNG LAUNG LAKE
Zay Yar Lin
Yangon, Myanmar



11A M E R I C A N  P H O T O G R A P H Y  O P E N  2 0 2 1

DEVASTATED
Hardijanto Budiman
Tangerang, Indonesia
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901 SKY
Steve Wrubel
Dallas, Texas
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STRAPHANGER
Susan Borowitz
West Harrison, New York

THE GAME IS OVER
BUT LIFE GOES ON
Hardijanto Budiman
Tangerang, Indonesia

ALONE
Nawfal Jirjees
Dubai, United Arab Emirates IMAGE TITLE

Photographer
City, State or Country

“UNTITLED”
Michael Lewis
Ithaca, New York 
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PROTECTION
Sara Wouters
Bangkok, Thailand

CROSSING THE FIELD
Khan Phan
Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam

THE CHILDREN 
DANCE WITH GONG
Khan Phan
Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam
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PRAY FOR SOULS
Khan Bui Phu
Dalat, Viet Nam 

CHILDHOOD IN THE 
RICE MILL
Azim Khan Ronnie
Dhaka, Bangladesh

SEARCHING FOR
UFOS
Fernando Decillis
Atlanta, Georgia
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WINDOW
Pedro Luis Ajuriaguerra Saiz
Bilbao, Spain

CREATING SALT DUNES
Shibasish Saha
Kolkata, India

ALIEN THRONE
Marcin Zajac
Mountain View, California
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COVID DISTANCE PRAYER
Sultan Ahmed Niloy
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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DIVING BOARD 2
Diana Feil
Bellagio, Italy

MYSTERIOUS MAN
Sara Gabriels
Lint, Belgium

FLYING IN-N- 
GOING OUT
Edwin Umana
Los Angeles, California

MAGNIFICENCE
OF DESERT
Babak Mehrafshar
Isfahan, Iran
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GARDEN OF
THE GODS
Craig Bill
Austin, Texas

HEART ARCH MILKY WAY
Sachin Deshpande
Dublin, California
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ALL ONE CAN DO
Jordan Stern
San Rafael, California 

AURORA
Kyle Kermoade
Rancho Santa Margarita, California

OCEAN LOTUS LEAF
Alex Cao
Quang Ngai, Viet Nam

RUST AND SWEAT
Mauro DeBettio
Longarone, Italy



CHARITY
SCHOOL
Lam Soon Tak
Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia

TUNNEL  
VIEW AT  
YOSEMITE
Sachin Deshpande
Dublin, California



AVA
Yaffa Meskell
London, United Kingdom

OUT OF THE NEST
Dikye Ariani
Jakarta Timur, Indonesia

Everything for the 
Professional 
Photographer
Photo News, Announcements, Opinion and  
Inspiration from Across the Web and  
Around the World

Stay on top of the industry. Subscribe Today.
ai-ap.com/register/pro-photo-daily
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MILKY WAY JOSHUA TREE
Keith Ayers
Oceanside, California

TINY HUNTER
Pam Mullins
Sechelt, Canada

Stay on top of the industry. Subscribe Today.
ai-ap.com/register/pro-photo-daily



TRIBAL IDENTITY
Zay Yar Lin
Yangon, Myanmar
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